TALKING BOOIK

EDUCATION EDITION



Problem: Education in Rural Areas
S

Limited resources
1 Classrooms are overcrowded (some up to 100 students per room).
O Not enough textbooks and learning materials
O Teachers cannot give personal attention to each student.
o1 Shortage of trained teachers.
o1 Purchasing and maintaining computers is not financially practical.
Very low literacy levels for both adults and children
o1 Children of illiterate parents have extra challenges in learning to read
o Adult literacy classes offer limited options for practice in between infrequent classes.
Many students do not regularly attend school
Cannot afford uniforms or fees.

1 Required for farming or caring for sick relatives.
o1 Easy to fall behind even when enrolled.
o Girls have greater barriers and additional

challenges.
Often no electricity in schools or local villages
1 No computers in schools.
0 Limited ability to study/practice after dark.




Solution: The Talking Book
—

1 Low-cost, rugged, audio computer

O US $10/device in 2010 with large orders
O US $37/device today for small pilots
1 Powered by batteries or rechargeable

o Users can:
O Record and play 40 hours of audio
O Read along with audio books
O Define vocabulary words
O Take multiple-choice quizzes

O Copy recordings between devices
O Adjust the speed of playback
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