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ProblemAccess to Knowledge in Rural Are:
S

Context:Rural communities in developing regions
with the following:

No electricity

Poor roads

Very low literacy levels

Primarily subsistence farmers

Many languages spoken in the same region
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Problem Residentiackthe knowledge they need

to improve their lives. | ‘

% Extension workers from NGOs and governments infrequent| s
visit villages (43 times per year) to spread information about:
A Health (e.g. oral rehydration therapy)
A Agriculture (e.g. how to increase crop yield) ‘
A Microfinance/business (e.g. how to create a community bank)

4 During these short visits, residents are flooded with valuable information, but much of it will be
forgotten when it is needed.

A A 1-2 hour visit may detail dozens of tips and best practices.
A Most information is not immediately relevant.
4 This method is expensive (costing the organization 4 foe$ visit).




Solution: The Talking Book

4 Lowcost, rugged, audio computer
A US $10/device in 2010 with large orders
A US $37/device today for small pilots

4 Target market: People living in poverty,
particularly those without literacy skills or access
to electricity

i Powered by local batteries or rechargeable
A Users can:
A Record and play 40 hours of audio messages
A Copy recordings between devices
A Use Interactive audio applications
A Access recordings by category
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How Is the Talking Book Being Used?

Record messages
¢ Health
¢ Monthly guidance to pregnant women; feeding and weaning techniques.
¢ Information about disease prevention, including diseases for specific seasons.
¢ Engaging messages for people waiting to be treated in rural clinics.
¢ Gender EqualityHow to navigate legal processes for domestic violence victims.
¢ Agriculture.Guidance to increase crop yield (outlined later).
¢ Microcredit How to create a village savings and loan program.

Create custom applications

¢ Health.Situational health guidance given
after a series of questions.

vocabulary feature.
¢ Practice testsPractice tests that help students stu¢ = 5
for standardized exams.
¢ Class absenceDaily lessons for those who miss cli
¢ Book reading Audio books for families to practice
reading at home.



Logic Model: Agriculture Example
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